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Reprinted  from  “THE  COMMONWEALTH”  of  July,  1908 

by  kind  permission  of  the  Editor. 


rilHE  great  Demonstration  in  the  Albert  Hall  was 
X exactly  right.  It  made  its  appeal  forcibly : it 

showed  the  weight  and  mass  of  the  demand  : it  was 
impressive,  and  capable,  and  thorough.  It  swung  along 
with  a special  note  of  beauty  in  its  robes  and  banners  : 
and  it  did  its  work  with  good-humoured  straight-forward- 
ness. It  was  a refreshing  relief  to  those  supporters  of  the 
good  cause,  who  cannot  away  with  bells  and  knockers  and 
all  the  nagging  on  the  door-step,  and  the  bitter  personal 
annoyances.  And  the  Hyde  Park  Demonstration  was 
also  superbly  organised  : and  laid  hold  of  the  imagination 
by  its  enormous  bulk.  This  larger  policy,  with  its  free- 
dom, its  volume,  its  dignity,  its  virility,  has  swept  a swarm 
of  irritabilities  out  of  the  soul,  and  set  the  heart  clean  and 
sweet  again.  The  vote  is  coming.  The  cause  is  gaining. 
There  is  power  behind  it.  That  is  what  these  demon- 
strations have  made  evident.  They  have  brought  the 
whole  question  on  to  its  true  level,  and  revealed  the  width 
and  compass  and  capacity  of  the  forces  that  are  arrayed  on 
its  behalf.  Here  is  something  come  to  stay : something 
that  you  are  bound  to  reckon  with.  And  not  only  is  it 
here  in  mass  and  weight : but  it  certainly  knows  how  to 

argue  its  case.  It  is  backed  with  the  keenest  intelligence, 
and  with  admirable  argumentative  skill.  In  order  to  take 
the  measure  of  the  counter-arguments  to  which  men  are 


reduced,  one  must  have  read  the  leader  in  the  “ Times,” 
on  June  15th.  Was  it  poking  fun  ? Did  it  propose  to 
explode  a bomb  within  the  camp  ? Was  it  bent  on 
exposing  the  futility  of  its  own  case  ? It  actually  pleaded 
that  at  the  base  of  an  election  debate,  lay  the  confidence 
of  the  debater  that  he  could  always  knock  his  opponent 
down  if  he  failed  to  convince  him  by  argument.  Is  that 
really  what  we  have  all  believed,  all  this  time  ? Were  we 
aware  that  our  possession  of  a vote  hung  on  this  muscular 
possibihty  ? We  had  dimly  fancied  that  a vote  was  a 
civilised  method  of  avoiding  the  necessity  for  this  shillelah 
business.  Irishmen  combine,  no  doubt,  both  methods  in 
the  North  of  that  distressful  country.  But  we  had  regretted 
this,  in  our  stupid  Saxon  way.  We  did  not  realise  tha,t 
only  at  Kilkenny  is  the  ideal  of  representative  government 
fulfilled.  We  did  not  know,  as  we  humbly  inscribed  our 
vote  in  the  respectable  secrecy  of  the  ballot-box,  that  our 
claim  to  do  so  implied  that  we  carried  a shillelah  behind 
our  back.  Apparently,  an  election  is  no  battle  of  wits  : 
but  rather,  is  modelled  on  Dr.  Keate’s  famous  methods 
with  his  Confirmation  class,  “ Boys  : you  must  be  meek  : 
yes  ! meek  : you  have  got  to  be  meek  ; and,  if  you  ar’n’t 
meek.  I’ll  flog  you.” 

And,  then,  the  Leader  actually  brought  out  the  time- 
honoured  retort,  that  women  cannot  have  votes  because 
they  cannot  fight.  We  had  thought  that  the  edge  of  this 
argument  had  been  finally  turned  on  the  day  when  the 
stout  elderly  peer  said  to  the  lady,  “ But  you  can’t  fight,” 
and  she  said,  “ No  ! can  you  ? ” And  he  suddenly  remem- 
bered that  he  couldn’t.  Why  do  we  clergy  have  votes  1 
We  may  not  fight.  Here,  again,  we  had  been  given  to 
understand  that  civilisation  represented  an  effort  to  rise 
above  the  mere  standard  of  fighting-power : and  to 

bring  other  and  higher  estimates  of  hfe  into  play.  We 
should  have  thought  that  incapacity  to  fight  would  be 
rather  a reason  why  you  should  have  a vote.  If  you  are 
always  able  to  knock  your  opponent  down  when  you  fail 
to  convince  him,  then  you  don’t  need  the  assistance  of  a 
vote.  It  is  a shame  to  double  your  efficacy.  This  is 


T 


Whole  industries  are  being  handed  over  to  her  : and  each 
novel  machine,  as  it  condenses  and  simphfies  the  strain  of 
the  job,  passes  it  on  to  girls  to  undertake.  Women  are 
doing  more  and  more  of  the  big  serious  work  of  the 
market.  They  are  charged  with  ihs  responsibihties.  They 
are  loaded  imder  its  weight  and  volume.  They  create  vast 
portions  of  the  national  wealth.  They  must  have  a voice 
in  determining  the  conditions  under  which  they  will  work 

for  us  all. 

And,  then,  this  question  of  their  work  goes  very  deep 
into  the  national  life.  Ought  they  to  be  doing  what  we 
make  them  do  ? Ought  their  babies  to  be  dying  in 
thousands  simply  because  their  mothers  are  employed  in 
the  Factories  ? How  are  their  babies  to  grow  strong,  if 
they  cannot  have  the  food  from  the  breast  which  nature 
intends  ? Are  women  to  have  no  say  in  determining  issues 
so  urgent  and  so  vital  ? Are  not  these  questions  in  which 
they  have  an  indefeasible  right  to  be  consulted  and  con- 
cerned 1 The  stress  of  legislative  action  is  turned  from 
pohtical  problems  on  to  the  basic  interests  of  national  health, 
of  the  growth  of  children.  Here,  in  the  children,  lies  our 
whole  hope  of  social  advance.  So  we  learn  every  hour. 
We  are  going  to  devote  our  Public  Administration  to  their 
salvation  : we  are  to  set  ourselves  to  the  task  of  creating 
and  educating  a better  generation,  which  shall  follow 

our  own. 

Is  this  a matter  from  which  we  can  afford  to  exclude 
the  woman’s  judgment,  the  woman’s  insight,  the  womans' 
mind,  the  woman’s  devotion  ? Surely,  all  our  deepest 
moral  issues  are  crying  out  for  the  help  that  women  alone 
can  bring.  The  words  that  burned  themselves  into  the  soul 
of  Elhce  Hopkins  and  sent  her  out  on  her  hfe-mission, 
have  still  the  ring  of  prophecy  in  them  ; “ We  shall  never 
solve  our  moral  difficulties  in  the  social  system,  until  we 
Slave  brought  in  the  women  to  our  succour.” 
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